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DELTA HIGH SCHOOL
 

Delta’s story is one of courage, collaboration, creativity, integrity, and impact—values we admire and champion 
at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL). Over five years ago, the school’s founders, including PNNL, 
had the courage to envision “a small, highly personalized high school that will attract a broad spectrum 
of students who will be immersed in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) learning 
experiences.” Due to the collective will and hard work of our community, that vision has become a reality. 

Since 2008, educators, STEM professionals, and community members have collaborated to design and 
implement an innovative program of study. The result is a school that is preparing students to succeed in 
post-secondary education, careers, and citizenship. The Delta experience promotes learning that parallels how 
scientists, engineers, and mathematicians conduct inquires, solve problems, and expand knowledge,  
and builds community partnerships that connect academic learning to the world beyond the classroom.

The integrity of this effort has inspired many to give their time, talents, and treasures to the project. Businesses 
and organizations have informed their employees of volunteer opportunities and encouraged and enabled their 
participation. Many regular volunteers began with just a single hour spent with students. Our community has 
tenaciously pursued a permanent facility, which will soon be a reality. And we have all learned more than we 
ever imagined.

A courageous idea for a new kind of school inspired our community to collaborative action, and with creativity 
and integrity Delta is now a reality. It has been an honor to be a member of the Delta team—from inception 
through the first graduation—and to see the powerful impact we can have when we share a common vision 
for the education of today’s students in tomorrow’s world. 

Ann Wright-Mockler 
STEM Education Consultant 
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory

“Knowing how to think empowers you far beyond those who 

know only what to think.”— Neil deGrasse Tyson
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NEED PHOTO

The Delta project demonstrates how the Department of 
Energy (DOE) Office of Science supports the region’s efforts to 
improve STEM education. Together with DOE and Ohio-based 
Battelle, PNNL is using its human and technical resources to 
support an innovative approach to teaching and learning.
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Delta High School opens September 1, 2009
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WHAT A DIFFERENCE 4 YEARS AT 
DELTA MAKE!

 
 
 

 

Zack Smith 

“Attending Delta from my freshmen to senior year is much like 
developing a muscle that hasn’t been used before and working 
as hard as ever to get the most out of it in the last year. Delta 
helped me realize what it would take to be a scientist. I always 
knew that’s what I wanted to be, but I was completely unaware 

of what it would take. Delta helped with that realization and 
emphasized that mentality of getting where I would like to 
be. Moving forward, I will attend Washington State University 
to major in Genetic Engineering in the fall, with the hope of 
publishing a novel as well some day.”

 
 

Nallely Centeno-Armenta 

“Delta has changed me into someone I never thought I could 
be. At the beginning of my freshmen year, I was the girl who 
didn’t make eye contact with anyone because I was extremely 
shy and didn’t have much to say. Fast forward to my senior year, 
and I am a board member for the Pasco School District and help 
with many other community organizations. Being on the school 
board helped me see the impact education has on our future 
and what I can do to make a difference. 

88 June 6, 2013: seniors one day before graduation. Nearly all Delta seniors are accepted to one or more post-secondary opportunities, including 
colleges and universities across the country, military programs such as the Navy Nuclear Program, and mission or apprenticeship work.



I didn’t have a clue what I wanted to do after I graduated,  
but the faculty at Delta helped me to realize what I was  
capable of. The teachers were always pushing us to do better, 
and if we thought we couldn’t do something, they would  
show us we could. I didn’t know anything about college when 
I first started, but now I will be the first in my family to attend. 
I’m very interested in helping others and narrowed my options 
to the biomedical field or law. I will attend Washington  
State University.”

 

 

Josh Johnson

“There were many unknowns when I first started at Delta.  
One of the things I learned is that I had to adapt to the different 
structure of the school, which I believe helped prepare me for 
the real word. The classes were rigorous, but the family dynamic 
helped me through. To have people genuinely care for each 
student’s success says a lot about a school. Delta focused on 
helping each student prepare for the real world and taking the 
next steps of helping us focus on our careers. After graduation, 
I will be leaving for the Navy to prepare for my career as a 
Nuclear Engineer.” 
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DELTA DOMINATES STANDARDIZED TESTS

*2012 End-of-Course scores

*Roughly 70% of seniors responded to the survey

DELTA CLASS OF 2013*
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CECILY BADER, VALEDICTORIAN
“I used to think that being a nerd was a bad thing.  
But then I came to Delta [sic], and it has been the 
most amazing high school experience I could have ever 
dreamed of. As we graduate today and enter the big 
bad world [sic], never forget that you think differently; 
you stand for change.”

Emcee Rich Cummins, President, Columbia Basin College

“You are the hope of the world, and if you constitute a 
representative sample, the future is going to be just fine.”

Following a presentation by PNNL Recruiter Rob Dromgoole, seniors 
established LinkedIn profiles and joined the “Class of 2013” group, 
allowing them to maintain contact with one another.

Taking a moment to pose for the camera, seniors donned caps and 
gowns and walked across the stage to receive their diplomas at the 
Three Rivers Convention Center in Kennewick on June 7, 2013.

Linda Stairet, Delta Language Arts Faculty

“Like the characters in the , you must realize you 
already have ‘intelligence, compassion, courage, and a home.’”



DELTA FEELS LIKE FAMILY
“In the beginning, it was just us [freshmen] and the teachers,  
which you don’t have in larger high schools. All the teachers 
knew your name.” Yuliya Baranovskaya ‘13

“At a [larger] high school, some students might feel alone.  
Here you have your faculty and other students in your class  
to help you get through.” Haley Johnson ‘13 

“It’s not a high school. It’s a big family.” Victor “VJ” Harrington ‘15  
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Jeff Estes, Director, Science & Engineering Education, PNNL

“At PNNL, we have been honored to ‘roll up our sleeves’ to help 
develop Delta’s program of study.”

Delta staff mentored students to be curious, persistent, problem-
solvers, flexible, precise and accurate, continual learners, socially aware, 
creative and innovative thinkers, collaborative, and responsible.

It was an emotional evening for everyone, and time for graduates to 
reflect on and give thanks for the support of families, teachers and 
the community.

PNNL/Battelle presented a cornerstone plaque to the seniors with 
signatures of their class and Delta staff. It will permanently grace 
the school’s new home in Pasco beginning in 2015.



INTERNSHIPS = OPPORTUNITIES NEW COMPUTER CLASS 
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RESEARCH OPTIONS DAY 

NATIONAL HISTORY DAY 

STEM FOUNDATION PREPARES SENIORS 
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SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING FAIRS STUDENTS ATTEND PNNL POSTER SESSION

MATH IS COOL
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GLAM/LAFS 

STEMCON 

STUDENTS “TOUCH” ENVIRONMENT 



WHY MENTOR?
Patricia Irving, President & CEO of InnovaTek, Inc. 
(pictured far left)

www.innovatek.com
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Karen Adams
Margarita Alaman 
Emily Allen 
Ann Autrey
David Blacketer
Emily Blankingship
Deborah Burke

Linda Estes 
Lorna Garcia
Jim Hendricks
Clare Hoffner 
Joshua Hogg
Lisa Muir
Sarah Pack  

Jenny Rodriquez 
Michael See
Linda Stairet
Cathie Tate
Mary Beth Tilson

 

Delta High School Staff
At Delta, students from all walks of life mingle together to maximize their individual learning potentials and 
they stick together to solve problems. Here, we grow learners that are flexible, persistent, curious, socially 
aware, techno-savvy, and ready for world-class STEM learning opportunities in our community and beyond.

We support excellence in integrated, standards-based learning, spread innovation to other communities, 
create hands-on, minds-on experiences for all, and give every student that attends this school a head start 
in meeting or exceeding the challenges faced by our ever-changing global economy.  

In the Tri-Cities, we are rich in many ways. We have water for our fields, willing earth below our feet, 
and sun in our sky. Our culture is family-oriented and hard-working. We have amazing business partners 
willing to give their time and talents to help Delta students succeed. We have a powerful, world-
renowned STEM community in our midst. Moving forward, we intend to leverage all of those riches to 
supply our community with the high-end thinkers we need to keep the Tri-Cities on the leading edge of 
research, development, and innovation.

Principal Deidre Holmberg 



Jared Anderson 
Pasco

Jadon Antoine
Kennewick

Cecily Bader
Richland

Yuliya Baranovskaya
Kennewick

Devin Bernhardson
Kennewick

Shelby Booth-Stubbs
Richland

Israel Cantu
Pasco

Nallely Centeno-Armenta
Pasco

Isaac Chassin
Pasco

Victor Cohetero
Pasco

Maia Dehler
Richland

Elijah Estle
Kennewick

Omar Freemire
Pasco

Jasmin Garcia
Pasco

Sydney Hall
Richland

Chad Hanus
Richland

Garrett Harvey
Richland

Peter Herr
Richland

Haley Johnson
Richland

Josh Johnson
Kennewick

Zachary Kaiser
Richland

Aleksandr Khripchenko
Richland

Brady Lawson
Kennewick

Austin Leclair
Pasco

Xitlaly Lujano
Kennewick

Stevie-Jean Luke
Pasco

Kimberly MacRoberts
Kennewick

Mikayla Martin
Richland

Ilse Martinez
Kennewick

Charles “Walker” Mattlin
Richland

Genesis Mejia
Pasco

Claudia Mena
Pasco

Garrett Meyer
Kennewick

Justin Bazinet
Kennewick

Max Garcia
Pasco



Tracy Myers
Pasco
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FACES OF THE FUTURESenior Class

Andrea Norris
Kennewick

Marina Noyola
Pasco

Jovanny Ochoa
Pasco

Ignacio Ortiz-Barragan
Kennewick

Jairo Ortiz
Pasco

Clemente Paniagua
Pasco

Emily Pease
Richland

Bailey Pipes
Kennewick

Tatyana Ponomareva
Pasco

Daniel Ramsey
Richland

Janhviben Rana
Pasco

Krystal Reitan
Kennewick

Nickalas Rexus
Kennewick

Robert Richardson
Richland

Juan Rodriquez
Pasco

Erik Ruehl
Kennewick

Mackenzie Sack
Kennewick

Loyd Smith
Kennewick

Zachary Smith
Richland

Levi Steel
Kennewick

Seth TeGrotenhuis
Kennewick

Tyler Williams
Richland

Tayler Wonders
Kennewick

Yevgeniy Zolotnyuk
Richland

Jeevan Philip
Richland
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FACES OF THE FUTUREJunior, Sophomore and Freshman Classes
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Photography: PNNL staff with special thanks to Kim Fetrow for providing four years of Delta photography.

THE JOURNEY      Continues...

Claudia Mena ‘13 Lisa Bratton ‘14

Abraham Mendoza ‘16Oleg Tyshchuk ‘15



CELEBRATING THE INAUGURAL  
GRADUATING CLASS OF DELTA HIGH SCHOOL


