
 

in your favor.  Learning is an 

expectation of all Delta people 

forever. 

I want to thank you, from the 

bottom of my New York heart 

for all that you have given me.  

Each parent, each family, and 

each student has been an oppor-

tunity for me to learn.  You 

have accepted me into this com-

munity and made me feel at 

home in a place that clearly is 

not my home.  My mother says 

that my being here is like I 

dropped out of the sky from a 

Narita-bound flight and ran-

domly landed here, in the Tri-

Cities.   My dear, departed 

friend, Fred Soderquist, taught 

me to bloom where I was plant-

ed.  I think I have.  I know that 

you have each helped me and 

Delta in your own way and that 

all of us, honestly, did the best 

we could in a set of situations 

that were new to us all.   

As we move forward with a new 

principal, I know you will en-

courage him or her to keep 

learning.  I can’t wait to see 

Delta keep growing and eventu-

ally moving over to its perma-

nent home.   

I used to work in a school where 

the principal described herself as 

the “Chief Learner”.  Needless to 

say, she was the butt of more than 

a few jokes around the teacher’s 

lounge.  We thought she was 

kitschy and anachronistic.  She 

also spent her time nosing around 

classrooms, insisting on “checking 

for learning”, and making us read 

books about how learning hap-

pens.  Whatever, we said.  We 

were the teachers, after all.  Obvi-

ously, we knew how to teach.  Kids 

and parents liked us.  We made a 

difference.  We had a million senti-

mental tidbits to demonstrate that 

we were great teachers, fine peo-

ple, and all-around stand-up citi-

zens in a world where there    

weren’t too many of those any-

more.   

Little did I know, that a short 

(gulp) seventeen-or-so years later, 

I would be secretly apologizing to 

that fine lady in my head every 

day.  She didn’t just talk the talk, 

she walked it.  She insisted on 

changing her practice to try to 

change my practice.  She knew I 

was a good teacher, but she also 

knew that wasn’t the point, really.  

She knew it was more important 

that students learn.  Keeping in 

mind, of course, that this can’t hap-

pen without great teachers-in the 

classroom and beyond. 

As you know, this is my last year at 

Delta.  I am excited and sad to 

think of the prospect of leaving.  I 

am excited because I get to keep 

trying to challenge myself, to learn 

something new. 

I am not an expert in elementary 

schooling as all of my adult life has 

been spent with the 12-21 set.  I am 

afraid to be responsible for little 

ones learning how to read.  I know 

that my teachers’ expertise in this 

area will mean the difference be-

tween poverty and relative wealth, 

menial jobs and jobs that have 

meaning.  I’m scared, but I intend to 

do it anyway.  I intend to work hard 

to harvest the best and freshest  

engineers of understanding for my 

newest, much littler friends.   

At Delta, we never back down from 

an opportunity to learn.  I do not get 

a free pass on this issue, and nei-

ther do any of you.  I intend to set 

an example for my students that 

there is always more to learn and it 

doesn’t matter how highly decorat-

ed, how experienced, or if the court 

of public opinion seems perpetually 

Focus on Learning                                                                        by Deidre Holmberg                                  

Important Upcoming 

Dates 

10th grade Environ-

mental Science excur-

sion 

4/9-10 

MAP Testing Begins 

for Grades 9 & 10 

4/15 

Parent Education 

Night-Refreshments 

in R Bldg (NO POT-

LUCK) from 6:00 to 

6:30 and Sessions 

from 6:30 to 7:30. 

4/18 

Junior/Senior Prom—

Country Gentlemen 

in Kennewick 

4/20 

KSD 8th Grade Ori-

entation Night* at 

Delta 

4/24 

at 

6pm 

RSD 8th Grade Ori-

entation Night* at  

Delta 

5/1 at 

6pm 

NHD State Competi-

tion 

5/4 

PSD 8th Grade Orien-

tation Night* at Delta 

5/8 at 

6pm 

Last Day of School 6/7 

Brought to you by parents from the Kennewick, Pasco, and Richland School Districts 

Delta High School Newsletter 
901 Northgate Drive, Richland, WA  99352              Phone:  509-544-8355     Fax:  509-544-8371 

                                 E-mail: margarita.alaman@thedeltahighschool.com 

April 2013                    

Volume 3                 Issue 6 

Delta High School is a public-private partnership school serving students from the Kennewick, Pasco, and Richland School 

Districts.  Delta is a unique Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics-focused high school.    

Parent’s Forum                                  

The P.O.D.S. (Parents of Delta 

Students) Facebook group is a 

convenient way for parents to get 

connected.  This is a private group 

and open only to parents of Delta 

High School students.  As the mod-

erator, Tiffany Quintana (mother 

of Michael Quintana, 11th grade) 

will update the page with infor-

mation as she receives it, but all 

parent members are free to post 

information and questions.  If 

you’re interested in joining this 

group, please do the following:   

1) From the email account 

associated with your face-

book profile, send a message 

to Tiffany at                    

deltahighmom@gmail.com.  

Include your name and the 

name of your student(s). 

2) Accept Tiffany’s friend 

request and she will add 

you to the Parents of Delta 

Students group. 

  In order to be informed about 

your student’s assignments and 

class activities, please join the 

Edmodo learning community 

online.  Contact Margarita   

Alaman in the front office at       

544-8355 for instructions. 

*Need student and parent assis-

tance for these events 
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Science Olympiad 2013 

.On Saturday, March 9th Delta 
High School took a team of 14 
students to Spokane Community 
College to compete in the Eastern 
Washington regional tournament 
for Science Olympiad. We were  
very pleased with the effort of 
our students as they competed in 
20 events against teams from the 
Tri-Cities, Spokane, Yakima, and 
Moses Lake. All of the Delta 
team showed persistence, flexi-
bility and amazing problem solv-
ing techniques during competi-
tion as many of our students 
competed in events they did not 
intend to participate. 

Many of our team members won 
medals for their events. Jordan 
Barton and Sam Johnson won 
a gold medal for Remote Sensing 
and Sam Kester and Inez Allen 
won a gold medal for Write It/Do 
It. A silver medal went to Paul 

Horner and Inez Allen in 
Material Science. Bronze med-
als were awarded to Ryan Ol-
sen and Inez Allen for Rocks 
and Minerals, Jordan Barton 
and Paul Horner for Astrono-
my, and Josh McClendon and 
Paul Horner for Circuit Lab. 
Paul Horner and Inez Allen 
also won a fourth place ribbon 
for Chemistry Lab. 

A big thank you to Susannah 
Burrows, a PNNL scientist, who 
initiated the interest in Science 
Olympiad at Delta this last fall 
and for all the time she spent 
mentoring Jordan and Paul in 
Astronomy and Remote Sens-
ing. Also thanks to Wendy 
Shaw, PNNL scientist, for her 
time and support of Inez Allen 
and Paul Horner who did the 
Chemistry Lab and Material 
Science events. Susannah, Wen-

dy and Frank Shaw, all accom-
panied the team to the competi-
tion in Spokane.  

We also want to thank the par-
ents who also travelled with the 
team, Emily Allen, Corina 
Schirmer, Dan and Colette Kes-
ter. The teacher coaches for the 
Delta Science Olympiad include 
Deborah Burke, Michael See, 
Jim Hendricks and Ann Autrey. 

SAT Test Dates 

Register on 

www.collegeboard.org 

May 4—register by 4/5 

June 1—register by 5/2 

ACT Test Dates 

Register on 

www.actstudent.org 

April 13—register by 3/8 

June 8—register by 5/3 

Opportunities Abound for Delta Students                       by Lisa Muir, Counselor 

State Legislators on the Capi-

tal Budget and/or the Educa-

tion Committees that you and 

your student should contact to 

support Delta High School’s 

$5.4M legislative request: 

Hans Dunshee  

Derek Stanford  

Sherry Appleton  

Jake Fey 

Marcus Riccelli  

Monica Stonier  

Judy Warnick* 

Brad Hawkins  

Drew MacEwen   

Elizabeth Scott  

Norma Smith  

Sharon Tomiko-Santos 

Cathy Dahlquist* 

Chad Magendanz 

Brad Klippert  

Susan Fagan 

Kathy Haigh 

Steve Bergquist 

Sam Hunt 

Kristine Lytton 

Marcie Maxwell 

John McCoy 

Tina Orwall 

Gerry Pollet 

Larry Seaquist 

Mark Hargrove 

Dave Hayes 

Kevin Parker 

Liz Pike 

You can reach these legislators at 

the following address: 

PO Box 40600                 Olympia, 

Washington      98504-0600 

Or  

first.last@leg.wa.gov 

*denotes a ranking member of 

committees needed for approval of 

the Delta High proposal.  

 

 

Leading up to this school year 

there were many questions from 

parents and students alike, as to 

how well-received our graduating 

seniors would be with regard to 

colleges, universities, and schol-

arship committees.  Would Delta 

be recognized by admissions offic-

ers?  How would the rigor of our 

courses affect a student’s GPA, in 

turn students’ post-high school 

opportunities?  We definitely 

were in unchartered waters, this 

being our first graduating class.   

While optimistic, we had to wait 

patiently as students began to 

apply this past Fall.  I am pleased 

and honored to pass on the great 

news that we have students who 

have received acceptance/

invitation letters to the following 

(so far): 

Asuza Pacific University 

Central Washington Universi-

ty 

Columbia Basin College 

Eastern Carolina University 

Eastern Oregon University 

Eastern Washington Universi-

ty 

Gonzaga University 

Lewis & Clark State College 

Loyola University Chicago 

Montana State University 

Seattle Pacific University 

Seattle University 

University of Connecticut 

University of Idaho 

University of Montana 

University of North Carolina 

Charlotte 

University of Tennessee 

University of Utah 

University of Washington 

Washington State University

-Pullman 

Washington State University

-Tri Cities 

United States Air Force 

United States Marine Corps 

United States Navy Nuclear 

Program 

*Monetarily, students have 

received a combined award total 

of approximately $70,000 (much 

of which is renewable) and this 

amount is still climbing. 

 At the time this article was 

written, we patiently await 

news from more schools whose 

notification windows remain 

ahead.  I have, however, re-

ceived positive feedback from 

admissions departments from 

numerous colleges and universi-

ties.  The University of Wash-

ington, for example, specifically 

stated how our transcripts stood 

out due to the rigor of classes 

taken.  I am so proud of our 

first graduating class and wish 

them success as they continue 

to pursue their dreams. 

Congratulations students!  Mrs. 

Holmberg, the teachers, and I 

are so proud of you.   



Delta High School Newsletter Page 3 

Delta Students Advance to State NHD Competition                                                    by Jenny Rodriquez 

On Saturday, February 23rd, 115 Delta High students participated in National History Day regional competition at Eastern Washington Uni-

versity. Students entered projects related to this year’s contest theme, Turning Points in History: People, Ideas, and Events. Projects included 

documentaries, websites, exhibits, dramatic performances, and historical research papers, with topics ranging from Japanese-American Intern-

ment to the U.S. embargo of Cuba. 

 

Each year half a million students participate in National History Day contests across the country. Projects are personal and inquiry-based, and 

lead to in-depth learning of historical content, as well as transferable skills that support other academic disciplines. The program is beginning 

to take root in the Tri-Cities. Outreach has led to training additional local teachers in the program. Delta was proud to cheer on 44 students 

from Highlands Middle School at this year’s regionals! We would also like to thank all of our supportive Delta parents that chaperoned or at-

tended the regional competition – it’s always nice to see a friendly face! 

 

Student winners in each category advance to state competition. The following Delta students earned awards at this year’s regional competition, 

and will be moving on to state: 

 

Individual Documentaries 

- 1st Place: Emma Hedgpeth (Kennewick), 9th grade 

- 2nd Place: Spencer Inman (Kennewick), 10th grade 

 

Group Documentaries 

- 1st Place: Annabeth Guzman (Pasco) and Mallory Kester (Kennewick), 11th grade 

 

Individual Website 

- 1st Place: Zongchen “Jack” Yang (Kennewick), 10th grade  

- 3rd Place: Ammon Neal (Kennewick), 11th grade 

- 4th Place: Laura Ness (Richland), 10th grade 

 

Group Website 

- 1st Place: Krystal Reitan (Kennewick) and Stevie-Jean Luke (Pasco), 12th grade 

-2nd Place: Michael Warner (Kennewick), Jonathan Herring (Kennewick), and Hunter McCullough (Kennewick), 9th grade 

 

Individual Exhibits 

- 2nd Place: Katelyn Doyle (Richland), 10th grade  

- 3rd Place: Talya Jackson (Pasco), 10th grade 

 

Group Exhibits 

- 1st Place: Adriana McKinney (Pasco) and Rachel McEnderfur (Pasco), 9th grade  

- 2nd Place: Najma Adan (Richland) and Rachel Rodney (Kennewick), 9th grade 

- 3rd Place: Aaron Serrano (Pasco) and Ulises Soriano (Pasco), 9th grade  

- 4th Place: Briana Carmona (Kennewick) and Tramanh Le (Pasco), 10th grade 

 

Individual Performance 

- 2nd Place: Sarah Adkins (Richland), 10th grade 

 

Historical Papers 

- 2nd Place: Loni Shugars (Pasco), 11th grade  

- 3rd Place: Colton Schirmer (Pasco), 11th grade 

 

This year’s Washington State competition will be held at Bellevue College on May 4th, where students will have an opportunity to advance to 

national competition. Delta High students are coached by Delta High social studies teachers, including Karen Adams, David Blacketer, and 

Jenny Rodriquez. For more information on becoming involved with National History Day, please contact Jenny Rodriquez at  

jenny.rodriquez@thedeltahighschool.com. 

Poetry Out Loud:  Delta Goes to State                                                                                       by Annabeth Guzman                                                                                  

Poetry Out Loud State competition is a 

wonderful experience that allowed me to 

connect with talented poetry reciters my 

age around Washington State. Every 

student there shared the same passion 

for poetry recitation. Through these con-

nections I learned that every student has 

a message he or she wanted to share with 

the audience. It isn’t common that we get 

to share the insights poets tell through 

their poems to a live audience. Poetry  

Out Loud has become the movement where 

we can share those messages. Poetry Out 

Loud State not only allowed me to connect 

with other reciters, but also those who 

write poetry. Our current poet laureate and 

our past poet laureate talked to us about 

their method of writing. I myself am not a 

poetry writer, but I admire the opportunity 

they give to students that love reciting and 

interpreting their poetry. At a STEM 

(science, technology, engineering and math) 

high school I am well versed in the beauty 

of the sciences, but Poetry Out Loud gives 

me the opportunity to express my artistic 

side. I heard very similar stories from my 

fellow competitors, many of which were 

well versed in the sciences as well. I feel 

Poetry Out Loud was their opportunity to 

express skills they otherwise would not 

have been able to. 

Annabeth Guzman is the South East 

Washington Regional  Poetry Out Loud 

Champion. 
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Delta Will Host Sumo Robot Contest                                                     by Jim Hendricks 

During Trimester 3, Delta fresh-

men will be working on their 

most sophisticated project work 

in the form of mini sumo robots. 

These robots are not radio con-

trolled robots. In fact any robot 

that is radio controlled by a hu-

man is not a robot. A robot is 

defined by being autonomously 

controlled by a computer so the 

robot will make its own decisions 

and not by a human. 

Mini sumo robots are micropro-

cessor controlled, autonomous 

robots that emulate a traditional 

sumo wrestling match as prac-

ticed since ancient times in Ja-

pan. The object of the game is to 

flip your opponent over or push 

your opponent off a circular are-

na called a “doyo”.  Each robot 

has infrared sensors and detec-

tors mounted underneath the 

chassis that face down on the 

doyo. When the infrared emitter/

detector passes over a white line 

along the edge of the doyo, it 

sends an electronic signal to the 

Atmel Mega8 microprocessor to 

run code to order power to the 

servo motors to stop, reverse and 

then run one motor forward as 

the second motor goes backward 

to turn the robot around. Once 

the robot is turned around, addi-

tional lines of code run a sub 

routine command for both mo-

tors to go forward. When the 

infrared detector senses a white 

line again, the process repeats 

itself as a loop of code. The code 

can be altered for maximum 

performance using a text editor 

and re-uploaded to the micropro-

cessor though a student built 

parallel cable. 

During a contest, there are ran-

dom collisions between the ro-

bots and that is where the funs 

begin. At that point, the robot 

contest becomes a game of phys-

ics in that the robot with the 

best coefficient of friction wins 

by pushing it opponent off the 

doyo or flips it over onto its back 

just like a traditional sumo 

wrestling match. 

Unlike other schools where su-

mo robots originate from pre-

engineered and expensive kits, 

Delta kids will build their robots 

from inexpensive basic electron-

ic components. Student teams 

will draw a pre-engineered sche-

matic using sophisticated elec-

tronic CAD software to create a 

circuit simulation. 

From the schematic, kids will 

evolve their circuit into a print-

ed circuit board design. At that 

point kids will export their 

drawing into special graphics 

files called Gerber files and sub-

mit them to a printed circuit 

board manufacturer in Denver, 

Colorado for analysis. Students 

will receive credit when the 

manufacturer sends an electron-

ic notice that their circuit is 

functional and can be manufac-

tured. This is the same process 

that electrical engineers use to 

manufacture custom design elec-

tronic circuits in industry. Please 

note that student work is being 

accessed by industry and not the 

teacher. This provides a real 

world experience for the Delta 

kids. 

Once each student receives word 

of a successful printed circuit 

board analysis from the manu-

facturer, Mr. Hendricks will then 

provide a pre-manufactured 

printed circuit board for the su-

mo robot circuit development. 

The reason why the student de-

sign is not used for manufacturer 

is to save precious funding for 

this learning activity. 

When the prototype sumo robot 

is built and tested, the entire 

process will be fully documented 

in the form of electronic schemat-

ics, printed circuit board design 

and SolidWorks drawings. Stu-

dent growth in their use of Solid-

Works will be demonstrated in 

the drawing of tiny complex gear 

trains in the servo motors. The 

skills gained by students are the 

same skills that research and 

development laboratories look for 

in entry level employees fresh 

out of college. 

Sumo Robot Contest: May 28, 

2013 9:30-11:30 at Battelle 

PNNL Auditorium. All par-

ents and friends of Delta are 

invited. 

Senioritis . . . . Is It Real?                                                       By Emily Blankenship                                                     

Many Delta Seniors are experienc-

ing the symptoms of senioritis. The 

National Association for College 

Admission Counseling (NACAC) 

defines senioritis as a “sickness” 

that strikes high school seniors”. 

The symptoms a student may exhib-

it are: 

The student may have a loss of in-

terest in his/her school work. 

The student may choose to sleep in 

class. 

The student may engage in exces-

sive daydreams. 

The student may engage in unneces-

sary texting or talking on his/her 

cell phone. 

The student may skip classes. 

The student may dress inappropri-

ately for school. 

The student may become dis-

ruptive in class. 

The student may exhibit rude 

behavior towards the adults in 

his/her life. 

Senioritis is like a spring cold 

that lingers until summer. If 

your son/daughter catches it, 

the only cure is graduation. To 

ease the impact of senioritis the 

Collegeboard suggests that 

parents encourage their stu-

dents to: 

Maintain a challenging course 

load. 

Enjoy their senior experience – 

responsibly. 

Commit to an internship or 

career-focused job. 

Keep a calendar of their activi-

ties and deadlines. 

Avoid obsessing over the admis-

sion process. 

Senioritis should not be taken 

lightly. It is extremely danger-

ous to your son/daughter’s fu-

ture.  The Collegeboard states 

that “colleges expect seniors to 

complete courses they enrolled  

in, including high-level courses. 

Many college applications ask 

applicants to list senior-year 

courses, with information about 

course levels and credit hours. 

College admission officers are 

interested in academic commit-

ment and course completion.” 

If your son/daughter is experi-

encing signs of senioritis, please 

discuss the issue with them.  

Emphasize finishing their Delta 

experience strong academically 

and socially. 

 Sources: 

http://www.nacacnet.org/

studentinfo/articles/Pages/

Senioritis.aspx 

http://www.helium.com/

items/1361613-senioritis-tips 

http://www.act.org/path/parent/

motivate/senioritis.html 

http://

professionals.collegeboard.com/

guidance/applications/senioritis 

Omar sporting his super-awesome 

Top Ramen Medal for College Ac-

ceptance, given at this year’s aca-

demic achievement event 

Rachel going incognito at the Mid-

Columbia Science Fair 
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Interning at EnergySolutions                                                            by Tyler Williams 

For the past six months, I have 

been working at an internship at 

EnergySolutions through Delta 

High School under the manage-

ment of Paul Kenny. I have had 

the opportunity to work on a lot of 

challenging tasks since I started  

there. These tasks varied from 

solving the problem of a blockage 

forming in one of the storage 

tanks to determining the amounts 

and styles of materials that would 

be required in order to block out 

light from transparent tanks. I 

have worked with their safety 

division, quality assurance, and 

process engineering branches on 

foreign material exclusion 

(keeping objects out of places 

where they aren’t supposed to be), 

compiling lists of resources, and 

creating a series of loop diagrams 

(following the path of wires/

signals from a device to ease 

maintenance) respectively. 

Working with EnergySolutions 

has opened many doors for me, as 

I now have work experience in a 

field that I plan to enter into in 

the future.  I have been able to 

make some valuable connections 

with people in the industry. I also 

was able to learn a couple of new 

software programs, including 

AutoDesk Inventor (an engineer-

ing program), and I have been 

able to freshen up on my Solid-

Works skills. Add in that I have 

learned a lot about how an office 

operates, and I believe that this 

experience has greatly enlight-

ened me as to what to expect in 

my future and how to prepare for 

it. 

Senior Capstone Presentations  

Seniors will not have regular clas-

ses the last week of the trimester 

(June 3rd – June 7th).  Instead 

during the school day, they will be 

presenting their Senior Capstone 

Projects.  

Seniors will be randomly assigned 

a time slot to present their senior 

project on Monday, Tuesday or 

Wednesday between 8:30 am – 

3:00 pm. Senior teachers and 

other Delta staff will attend these 

presentations. Students are also 

encouraged to invite family and/or 

other adults who have been a 

significant part of their lives.  

These presentations are the final 

part of their Capstone Project 

which is a graduation require-

ment. To avoid distractions during 

this important event, younger 

siblings should not attend. The 

drawing for time slots will take 

place the first week of May. After 

this the students may begin invit-

ing their guests.  

Please feel free to discuss your 

student’s guest list with him/her. 

We look forward to seeing you at 

your son/daughter’s final Delta 

presentation. 

Thank you, 

Senior Advisors 

Stevie-Jean Luke’s Capstone Project 

Arbor Day is a national holiday; the goal of Arbor Day is to have 

people all around plant a tree or two. Trees are an important 

part of the environment. They provide oxygen for the communi-

ty as well as shade in the parks. Arbor Day comes around every 

year and gets over looked. Not this year! My senior project is to 

promote Arbor Day. It is on April 26th this year. I have part-

nered up with Gamache Nursery, a local business, to promote 

the planting of trees. They have generously offered to discount 

select Arbor Day trees that grow well in our area. If you are 

interested in buying an Arbor Day tree and would like infor-

mation please email me.  

steviejeanluke@gmail.com 

Cielo’s last minute NHD efforts.  

You go, girl. 

Upcoming ASB Events                                        by Claudia Mena, ASB President 

Hopefully you’ve heard all the 

talk that’s been happening lately 

about Prom! Yes, Delta will be 

hosting its very first Prom on 

April 20th. The official theme is 

the “Roaring 20’s”. Our Prom will 

be a little different than a regular 

high school’s Prom because we 

want to have a special event ex-

clusively for seniors and their 

dates. We’ve planned a special 

senior dinner that will occur from 

6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. ASB will be 

providing a catered dinner to 

seniors and their dates for that 

allotted time. Then, from 8:00 

p.m. until 1:00 a.m. seniors, jun-

iors, and their dates will be al-

lowed into the event. All this will 

take place at the Country Gentle-

men venue in Kennewick (9221 W 

Clearwater Ave, Kennewick, 

WA).  Tickets are currently on sale 

in the Student Store. The ticket 

prices for both juniors and seniors 

are the same; $20/person. The 

ticket students purchase allows 

them  to enter the dinner (if eligi-

ble) and the dance.  We are really 

excited to be able to provide this 

unforgettable experience to our 

students and we really hope to see 

everyone there! 

In May, we will also be hosting our 

annual Multi-Cultural week! Dur-

ing this week in May, ASB will be 

offering a different lunch-time 

activity every day that will repre-

sent a variety of cultures.  Howev-

er, on Friday we will hold our leg-

endary International Potluck! 

Students are highly encouraged to 

bring a dish to share with stu-

dents. We ask that you please 

provide a list with all the ingredi-

ents so that we can avoid any 

problems with vegetarians, ve-

gans, and students with allergies. 

Also, students who bring dishes 

of food to share will have first 

choice on getting food that day. 

This also includes the salsa com-

petition. Make sure you’re pre-

paring all your scrumptious salsa 

recipes! This is a competition and 

if your student wins, not only will 

they get a prize but they will also 

have the honor of being added 

onto our salsa trophy that lives at 

Delta. Currently, the two past 

winners are represented there; 

Garrett Valiant and Juan Manuel 

Rodriquez. Will your student be 

the next person on that trophy? 

More details will follow in the 

next Newsletter- be on the 

lookout! 

Then, to end the year we will 

have a fun and casual dance. 

This is Delta’s unique way to 

the end year. There will be 

music, games, and dessert to  

end the night. We will have 

more concrete details in the 

next Newsletter. 

ASB would like to just thank 

everyone for their support and 

all the time that students and 

parents donate! Everything 

that we accomplish would not 

be possible without the help of 

our Delta families. Just as a 

reminder, we are always look-

ing for chaperones to help out 

at our dances. If you’re inter-

ested please contact Claudia 

Mena 

(Claudia.mena95@live.com). 

Also, let your students know 

to take peak into the Student 

Store because we’re always 

adding new items! 



Kris showing off his graphic novel,  

Maus, for Advanced English Lan-

guage Arts 

Jack and Oleg at the Mid-Columbia 

Science Fair 
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Mid Columbia Science & Engineering Fair 

On March 7, Delta High School 

freshmen and sophomores com-

peted in the Mid-Columbia Sci-

ence and Engineering Fair at 

Columbia Center. We are very 

proud of their performances. 

In the 9th grade division,       

Michael Warner took 2nd place 

and $125 for his project on factors 

affecting energy production of 

wind turbines as well as an award 

of distinction for experimental 

design. Michael also has the op-

portunity to go to WSU for a Cou-

gar Quest summer camp.  Ulises 

Soriano won 3rd place and $75 

for his work on electromagnetism. 

He also won an award of distinc-

tion for creativity. Erma Choice 

and Hunter Stratton received 

honorable mentions in the 9th 

grade division. In addition, Erma 

won an award of distinction for 

clarity of presentation studying 

holograms and Hunter received 

an award of distinction for engi-

neering for his project on hydro-

gen fuel cells. 

Rachel Rodney won an award 

from the U.S. Stockholm Water 

Association as well as an award of 

distinction in experimental design 

for her project on water filtration 

methods. Emma Hedgpeth won 

an award for perseverance for her 

project on finding the best sham-

poo to preserve dyed hair color. 

Edmond Brager studied how 

resistance varied with different 

types of metal wire and received 

an award for perseverance for his 

work. Chancelor Lickar re-

ceived the award for perseverance 

in his study of the best method of 

salt water filtration and Josh 

McClendon won an award for 

his excellent data collection for 

his analysis of the electrical re-

sistance of pencil lead.          

Gavin Iverson won an award 

ofdistinction for experimental 

design for his project studying the 

effects of sugar and salt on the 

freezing point of water and 

Bekah Hendrix received an 

award of distinction for novelty 

with her unique project investi-

gating the best type of salt to be 

used for making ice cream. 

The senior division (grades 10 – 

12) was extremely competitive 

this year and our sophomores 

performed competitively. Sarah 

Adkins was among the finalists 

with an honorable mention. She 

also won an award from the U.S. 

Army for her project on bone tu-

mors. Tramanh Le studied the 

browning of apples and won an 

honorable mention as well as an 

award of distinction for her su-

perb data collection and analysis. 

Taylor Stone was also among 

the finalists with an honorable 

mention as well as receiving the 

Structural Engineer Award, 

awards from the American Socie-

ty of Mechanical Engineers, the 

Society of Women Engineers 

(honorable mention) and the U.S. 

Army. She received $85 for these 

awards for her engineering pro-

ject studying bridges. Oleg 

Tyshchuk won an honorable 

mention for his magnetic levita-

tion engineering project as well as 

winning awards from the U.S 

Army and the U.S. Air Force. 

Zuhaib Mohomed received an 

award of distinction for his engi-

neering project on computer cool-

ing and Alvaro Ursua won an 

award for creativity for his project 

with amplifiers. Wyatt 

Schuldheiss studied the decay of 

egg shells and received an award 

for outstanding presentation 

skills. Jack Yang won an award 

from the U.S. Metric Association 

for use of S.I. units for his unique 

project on anti-gravity water as 

well as winning an award for his 

clarity of presentation. 

We are so proud of these students 

for their commitment to their 

learning and for going the “extra 

mile” to compete at the fair. Stu-

dents completed these projects on 

their own time at home. We 

would like to thank all the par-

ents for their continued support 

in the Delta experience. We are 

thrilled with the performance of 

these kids and can’t wait until 

next year to start it all over 

again! 

--Mrs. Autrey and Mrs. Tilson 

You’re Invited . . . . . 

What:  Family Education Night 

When:  Thursday, 4/18/13 from    

6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

Where:  Delta High School 

Who:  Delta Parents/Guardians 

Students are welcome to attend 

with their parent/guardian. 

Please join us for light refresh-

ments from 6:00 – 6:30 p.m. in 

the Delta “R” building. Education 

sessions will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

9th Grade Families 

Session 1: Graduation Require-

ments 

Session 2: Preparing for Senior 

Success 

Hear what you need to know from 

a graduating Delta senior! 

10th Grade Families 

Session 1: Preparing for Senior 

Success 

Hear what you need to know from 

a graduating Delta senior! 

Session 2: 11th Grade Advisory 

Preview 

 

11th Grade Families 

Preparing for Senior Internships 

12th Grade Families 

Graduation / Senior Party –   

Updates & Planning 

Spanish translation available for 

information sessions. 

 

Coming Soon: Information night 

for parents, Tuesday, 5/14 – 

Learn about human trafficking 

and other scary subjects from 

community resource orgsaniza-

tions!



CALLING ALL PARENTS OF UNDERCLASSMEN 

Parents of Delta Seniors have realized that graduation planning for future years 

of Delta students would be made much easier if an official Parents of Delta Stu-

dents (PODS) group was formed.  Senior parents are opening a bank account, but 

the account can be passed on to next year's parents if underclassmen parents file 

to become a 501C3 (non profit group). If you're willing to help form that group, 

please contact Sheila Bader 554-6013. THANKS! 

Information for Senior Parents 

We still need parent volunteers to help at the Graduation and Senior Party (both 

events held at the Convention Center) on June 7: 

6 Strong Adults will be needed to help move equipment into the venue early in 

the day at the Convention Center (staging for the ceremony) 

 

Senior Party Stations: 

Video Gaming Tournament (2-3 volunteers) 

   - Already have 2 

Bingo (4-5 Volunteers: Caller, Checker, Card Dispenser, Relief) 

    - Already have 2 

Registration Table (2-3 Volunteers) 

    - Already have 2 

Security (3 Volunteers) 

    - Already have 2 

Casino Tables/ 4 Dealers/Ticket Exchange/Runner (6-8 Volunteers) 

    - Already have 5 

 

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Donna Williams at          

donna.williams710@gmail.com for more information or sign up at the 4/18    

meeting. 

 

The next Planning Meeting will be April 18 from 6:30 to 7:30 during the Family 

Education Night 12th Grade Families Graduation / Senior Party – Updates & 

Planning Session. 



Inclement Weather—School Closures and Delays 
We’re on the Web! 

www.thedeltahighschool.com 

901 Northgate Drive 

Richland, WA  99352 

Think differently. 

Delta High School 

Return Service Requested 

          Non-Profit Organization 

          U.S. Postage Paid 

          Richland, WA  99352 

          Permit No. 132 

 

The superintendents will distribute ALL closure, cancellation, or late opening announcements to media outlets 

on TV, internet, and radio where all school closures are normally listed.  The district superintendents make 

these decisions as a group.  

For online, updated Pasco information:  www.psd1.org   For online, updated Richland information:  www.rsd.edu 

For online, updated Kennewick information:  www.ksd.org 

Event Response Notes 

RSD Closed Delta Closed  

RSD Only Delayed Delta Open and On Time RSD students expected to arrive late 

& are excused 

PSD Only Closed Delta Open and On Time PSD students excused 

PSD Only Delayed Delta Open and On Time PSD students expected to arrive late 

& are excused 

KSD Only Closed Delta Open and On Time KSD students are excused 

KSD Only Delayed Delta Open and On Time KSD students expected to arrive late 

& are excused 

All Districts Delayed Delta Delayed All students expected to arrive late 

& are excused.  Follow delay          

procedures  in each district. 


