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One team helping all 
students realize their 
dreams and 
aspirations…  
We are ESD 123! 

 

 

Pacific Northwest National Laboratory is partnering with ESD 123 
and the SE LASER Alliance to offer no-cost professional 
development designed to enhance the science literacy of teachers 
who teach science in grades K-8. Teachers have the opportunity to 
deepen their science content knowledge, skills, and habits of mind by 
working directly with local scientists from CBC, PNNL, and WSU in a 
risk-free and fun learning environment. 

OCTOBER SESSIONS 

1. Play Among the Stars 
Friday, October 15, 2010  

        6:00pm- 9:00pm  
        Moore Observatory at Columbia Basin College 
 

Immerse yourself in the hands-on exploration of stars and constellations at the Moore Observatory at 
Columbia Basin College in Pasco.  Learn how to use various kinds of telescopes, including the large 
computerized telescope, and deepen your understanding of astronomy and space while participating in 
an inquiry experience. (Upon registration, you will be sent a map and driving directions to the Moore 
Observatory).   

2. Get the Dirt on Soil 
Saturday, October 23, 2010  
9:00am - 3:00pm  
EMSL on the PNNL Campus 
 
Dirt is what you find under your fingernails. Soil is what you find under your feet. Soil contains plants, 
animals, rocks, and mineral particles of varying sizes and shapes. How come there is no soil on Mars 
or Venus? Without life, there is no soil. Living things haven’t just made a home in the soil on our 
planet—life actually made the soil as we know it. Take home a nifty soil sifting set, a soils identification 
card, and a trade book on soils.  (Upon registration, you will be sent a map and driving directions to 
EMSL) 
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NOVEMBER SESSIONS 
 
3. Mineralogy and You  
     Thursday, November 4 

3:30 pm – 6:45 pm 
EMSL on the PNNL Campus 

 

Have you ever stopped to think about where the lithium in 
your rechargeable battery or the aluminum in your pop can 
comes from? Minerals are part of our everyday lives and in 
this session we will learn the tools that geologists use to 
identify some common rock-forming minerals, as well as those 
that we use on a daily basis.  This session compliments the 
Bring Me a Rock session offered on December 2.

 

4. Save Energy-Everyday-Everywhere for Grades 3-5 
Thursday, November 18 
3:30 pm – 6:45 pm  
EMSL on the PNNL Campus 

 

Join PNNL energy engineers to learn about energy efficiency 
at home and school.  During this session you will work with 
kits that will help you explain what energy is, how to measure 
energy, and how to be more energy efficient.  Take home kit 
includes materials to use in your classroom with one hitch - 
we want your feedback. You will need to complete a simple 
survey on the classroom use of the lesson plans and use of 
the kit.  (Registration must be received by November 5th so 
your kit can be ordered.) 

DECEMBER SESSION 

5. Bring Me a Rock  
Thursday, December 2 
3:30 pm – 6:45 pm  
EMSL on the PNNL Campus 
 

 

Does this sound familiar—“Teacher, what kind of rock is this?” 
In this hands-on session, learn about the identification and 
description of common rocks and minerals using standard 
geologist’s tools. Different rocks will be related to the geologic 
environment in which they formed and to what they can tell us 
about the Earth’s history. This session compliments the 
Mineralogy and You session offered on November 4. 

HOW TO REGISTER:  
E-mail Eric Senner (eric.senner@pnl.gov) ALL of the following information: workshop number and workshop name, 
your name, email address, grade level you teach, school & district, and phone number.  Clock hours will be offered by 
the ESD at the rate of $2 per contact hour.  An email confirmation will be sent upon registration which will give you 
additional information and reminders of things to bring to the session.  We look forward to seeing you!

 


